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THE  ANNUAL  ADDRESS  OF  THE   PRESIDENT^ 
By  JAMES  CORNELIUS  WILSON,  A.M.,  M.D. 


It  will,  I  trust,  be  agreeable  to  you  for  me  to  follow  in  this 
my  second  address  the  usual  custom  and  consider  in  brief  review 
the  affairs  of  the  College  during  the  year  that  has  just  come  to 
an  end. 

At  the  nine  stated  meetings  held  during  this  period  there  were 
present  in  all  510  Fellows,  an  average  attendance  of  56| — a  falling 
off  of  17  from  that  of  last  year. 

Three  special  meetings  were  held  at  the  call  of  the  President: 

A  special  meeting  on  January  6,  for  the  purpose  of  commemo- 
rating with  honor  and  solemnity  the  death  of  Dr.  S.  Weir  Mitchell. 
Upon  this  occasion  addresses  were  delivered  by  Dr.  Keen,  Dr. 
Tyson,  and  Dr.  de  Schweinitz. 

A  special  meeting  March  27,  to  hear  an  address  by  Dr.  Gustave 
Monod,  of  Vichy,  on  "The  Opportunities  for  Post-Graduate 
Study  in  Medicine  in  Paris." 

A  special  meeting,  in  conjunction  with  the  Section  on  General 
Medicine,  October  12,  to  hear  an  address  by  Thomas  Lewis, 
F.R.C.P.,  ''On  the  Heart  Sounds,  with  Lantern  Demonstrations." 

These  meetings  were  largely  attended  b}'  Fellows  of  the  College 
and  their  friends. 

In  addition  to  these  special  meetings  there  was  held  in  this  hall, 
on  jNIarch  31,  under  the  auspices  of  this  Institution,  your  presi- 
dent presiding,  in  memory  of  S.  Weir  ^litchell,  a  joint  meeting 
of  The  College  of  Physicians,  The  x\merican  Philosophical  Society, 

1  Read  January  6,  1915. 
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the  University  of  Pennsylvania,  the  Library  Company  of  Phila- 
delphia, The  Jefferson  Medical  College,  and  The  Academy  of 
Natural  Sciences.  The  speakers  on  this  occasion  were  Dr.  Talcott 
Williams  of  Columbia  University,  Dr.  William  H.  Welch  of  Johns 
Hopkins  University,  and  Mr.  Owen  Wister  of  Philadelphia. 
These  addresses  befitting  the  purpose  of  the  large  gathering  of  Dr. 
IMitchell's  friends  and  associates  were  of  unusual  earnestness  and 
interest,  and  the  Committee  having  charge  of  the  arrangements 
will  close  its  labors  by  their  publication  in  a  suitable  memorial 
volume  which  is  now  nearly  ready  for  distribution. 

At  the  regular  stated  meetings  five  memoirs  of  deceased  Fellows 
were  read — at  the  December  meeting,  a  memoir  of  the  late  Dr. 
Charles  A.  Oliver  by  Dr.  McCluney  Radclift'e;  at  the  January 
meeting,  a  memoir  of  the  late  Dr.  Richard  A.  Cleeman,  by  Dr. 
Frederick  P.  Henry;  at  the  March  meeting,  a  memoir  of  the 
late  Dr.  George  McClellan,  by  Dr.  J.  Chalmers  DaCosta;  at  the 
April  meeting,  a  memoir  of  the  late  Dr.  Arthur  V.  Meigs,  by  Dr. 
Edward  B.  Meigs,  and  a  memoir  of  the  late  Dr.  Louis  A.  Duhring 
by  Dr.  Henry  W.  Stelwagon. 

The  scientific  business  has  maintained  the  traditions  of  the 
College  in  representing  the  most  advanced  thought  in  the  varied 
departments  of  medicine.  Nineteen  papers  based  upon  critical 
clinical  and  laboratory  work  of  general  and  special  interest  have 
been  presented  during  the  year.  Six  speakers  not  Fellows  have  by 
invitation  appeared  before  us.  Five  of  the  communications  were 
illustrated  by  lantern  slides.  The  discussions  have  been  of  a  high 
order  and  contributed  greatly  to  the  interest  of  the  meetings. 

At  the  meeting  of  May  6,  the  scientific  business  consisted  of 
"A  Symposium  on  Municipal  Hygiene,"  arranged  by  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Health  and  Preventive  ]\Iedicine.  One  of  the 
speakers  by  invitation  was  Dr.  S.  Josephine  Baker,  the  Director 
of  the  Bureau  of  Child  Hygiene  of  New  York.  Her  subject  was 
"The  Organization  of  the  Bureau  of  Child  Hygiene  in  New  York 
City  and  its  Results."  The  communication  was  of  unusual  interest 
and  importance  and  admirably  presented.  It  is  to  be  noted  that, 
as  far  as  our  records  show,  this  was  the  first  occasion  in  the  history 
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of  tlie  f\)lle<re  on  whicli  a  woman  has  presented  a  formal  paper, 
by  invitation,  upon  the  fioor  of  the  College.  It  was  received  in 
such  a  way  that  we  may  now  be  prepared  to  welcome  any  one  who 
has  a  real  message  of  science  or  applied  science  to  bring,  regardless 
of  sex. 

The  eighth  of  the  series  of  Weir  Mitchell  Lectures  was  delivered 
on  February  25,  1914,  by  Dr.  Harvey  Gushing.  The  subject  was 
"Clinical  Types  of  Dispituitarism."  This  discourse  was  of  rare 
interest,  expounding  as  it  did  the  original  views  of  the  speaker 
and  bringing  alike  the  theoretical  considerations  and  the  results 
of  the  experimental  and  clinical  work  fully  up  to  date.  It  was 
abundantly  illustrated  by  lantern  slides. 

The  work  of  the  several  sections  of  the  College  has  been  carried 
on  with  activity  and  success  and  the  attendance  at  the  meetings 
has  been  large. 

The  Committee  on  Publication  has  continued  to  discharge  its 
laborious  duties  with  full  satisfaction  to  the  authors  of  the  papers 
and  the  Fellows  of  the  College.  Voliune  XXXV  of  the  Third 
Series  was  issued  early  in  1914.  It  contained  495  pages,  45  more 
than  Volume  XXXIV,  and  was  published  at  a  cost  well  within  the 
limits  of  the  appropriation. 

The  report  of  the  Library  Committee  shows  a  continuous 
increase  in  our  books.  The  total  number,  including  bound  volumes 
and  10,064  unbound  "Reports"  and  "Transactions,"  is  now 
105,540.  In  addition  to  these  there  are  12,889  unbound  "Theses" 
and  "Dissertations"  and  85,142  unbound  "Pamphlets."  From 
all  sources  we  received  during  the  year  3977  volumes,  11,587 
pamphlets,  and  21,158  numbers  of  journals.  The  individual 
donors  number  482. 

The  number  of  new  publications  added  to  the  Library  during 
the  past  year  was  797.  Of  these,  56  were  written  or  edited  by 
Fellows  of  the  College. 

The  visits  paid  to  the  Library  during  1914  numbered  8469.  Of 
these  visits,  3818  were  made  by  Fellows  of  the  College.  The 
Library  was  kept  open  two  evenings  each  week  and  on  the  six 
minor  legal  holidays. 
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The  number  of  books  consulted  of  which  record  was  kept  was 
24,000;  the  number  taken  out  was  4301.  The  cataloguing  makes 
steady  and  satisfactory  progress. 

The  number  of  photographs  received  in  response  to  requests  sent 
out  by  the  librarian  was — foreign,  86;  Fellows  of  the  College,  24. 

The  total  number  of  periodicals  received  was  1254,  new  subscrip- 
tions to  American  journals  being  15,  and  to  foreign  journals  40. 

The  study  rooms  have  been  in  constant  use  throughout  the  year, 
the  average  number  of  volumes  called  for  and  retained  being 
about  1G6. 

Conditions  in  Europe  due  to  war  have  greatly  interfered  with 
the  publication  of  foreign  works  upon  medical  subjects  and  par- 
ticularly with  the  regular  issue  of  periodicals.  This  fact  and  the 
arrest  of  travel  likely  to  continue  for  some  time  will  seriously 
affect  the  receipt  of  French  and  German  publications,  and  our 
acquisition  of  incunabula  and  other  old  and  rare  books. 

During  the  past  year  the  "Library  Endowment  Funds"  have 
have  been  increased  by  the  Horace  ]Magee  ]\Iemorial  Fund, 
$15,000;  an  additional  $2000  to  the  J.  Ewing  INIears  Fund  and 
an  additional  $87.39  to  the  William  F.  Norris  Fund. 

The  total  amount  of  the  Library  Endowment  Funds  is  now 
$105,710.13,  which  yielded  last  year  an  income  of  $4305.24.  The 
general  expenditures  for  the  Library  amounted  to  $9405.82. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  incunabula,  rare  medical  books,  works 
of  special  interest,  manuscripts,  portraits,  and  other  interesting 
and  valuable  gifts  received  by  the  College  during  the  past  year: 

Incunabula 
(Total  number  at  this  date,  176) 

Albertus  Magnus.  (Summa  de  quatuor  coaevis  et  de  homine.)  Vene- 
tiis,  Simon  de  Luere,  1498.  A  remarkably  well-preserved  copy  in  perfect 
condition,  from  the  famous  "  Strozzi"  Library.  (Presented  by  Dr. 
Richard  H.  Harte.) 

Plinius,  Cajus  Secundus.  (Historia  naturalis.)  Historia  naturale  di  C. 
Plinio  secondo  tradocta  di  Ungua  Latina  in  Fiorentina  per  Christophoro 
Landino  Fiorentino.  Venetiis,  Nicolaus  Janson  GalUcus,  1476.  A 
superb  copy.  Believed  to  be  tlie  first  Italian  edition  of  any  classic. 
(Presented  by  Henry  Reed  Hatfield,  Esq.) 
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Works  of  Special  Interest 

Ayrer,  G.  H.  Commentatio  iuris  ecclcsiastici  cle  iuro  dispensandi  circa 
connubia.  Gottingao,  llegiac  Univ.  off.  librar.,  1742.  (Presented  by 
Dr.  Thomas  Biddle.) 

Briggs,  Gulielmus.  Ophthalmo-graphia,  sive  oculi  ejusque  partium 
descriptio  anatoniica.  Lugduni  Batavoruni,  1686.  (Presented  by  Dr. 
S.  Weir  Mitchell.) 

Chamberlen,  Peter.  Vindication  of  pubUck  artificiall  baths  and  bath- 
stoves.    London,  1648.    (Presented  by  Dr.  S.  Weir  Mitchell.) 

Chesneau,  Nicolas.  Observationum  medicarum  libri  quinque.  Lug- 
duni Batavorum,  Haak,  1719.    (Bj''  purchase.) 

Faber,  A.  0.  De  auro  potabih  rnedicinali.  (London),  Faber,  1677. 
(Fund  for  rare  books.) 

Fuller,  Henry  J.  "Old  Q"  and  the  apothecary,  being  a  record  of  a 
-famous  trial.  (London,  privately  printed),  1913.  (Presented  by  the 
author.) 

Glauber,  J.  R.  Pharmacopoeae  spagj-ricae.  Amstelodami,  Jansson- 
ium,  1657.    (Fund  for  rare  books.) 

Harvey,  William.  Exercitationes  de  generatione  animalium.  Londini, 
Pulleyn,  1651.  First  edition.  A  presentation  copy  from  Harvey  to 
Francis  Bernard.  This  work  was  specially  bound  for  Dr.  Mitchell  by 
Emily  Tuckerman,  with  an  impression  of  the  Harvey  "Stemma"  on  the 
sides.     (Presented  by  Dr.  John  K.  Mitchell.) 

Hippocrates.  Aphorisms  of  Hippocrates  and  the  sentences  of  Celsus. 
Second  edition  corrected  *  *  *  by  Sir  Conrad  Sprengell.  London, 
Wilkin,  1735.    (Fund  for  rare  books.) 

Letters  and  memoranda  relating  to  William  Harvey.  (Bequeathed 
by  Dr.  S.  Weir  MitcheU.) 

Mitchell,  S.  Weir.  List  of  medical  cadets  in  service  during  the  War  of 
the  Rebellion.  (Philadelphia,  1913).  (Typewritten.)  (Presented  by 
Dr.  S.  Weir  Mitchell.) 

Pamphlets  relating  to  William  Harvey,  with  manuscript  notes  bj^  W. 
J.  Harvey.     (Bequeathed  by  Dr.  S.  Weir  Mitchell.) 

Pemell,  Robert.  De  morbis  puerorum,  a  treatise  of  the  diseases  of 
Children.    London,  Stephens,  1653.    (Fund  for  rare  books.) 

Perry,  Charles.  View  of  the  Levant,  particularly  of  Constantinople, 
Syria,  Egypt,  and  Greece.    London,  Woodward,  1743.    (By  purchase.) 

de  Vigo,  Joannes.  Most  excellent  works  of  chirurgerye  made  and 
set  forth  by  maister  John  Vigon.  (London),  Why t church,  1543.  (Fund 
for  rare  books.) 

VesaUus,  Andreas.  De  humani  corporis  fabrica  librorum  epitome. 
Basileae,  Oporini,  1543.     This  work  is  extremely  rare.     It  was  issued 
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unbound,  and,  in  consequence,  perfect  copies  are  seldom  found.  The 
present  copy  lacks  three  leaves — C,  G,  and  L.  (Presented  by  Dr.  Harvey 
Gushing.) 

Manuscriyt 

Finch,  Heneage  (Earl  of  Nottingham) . '  Gommonplace  book.  (London) , 
1647.  An  extremely  precious  book.  Contains  some  odd  notes  and 
memoranda  bj-  Finch  and  others;  but  its  great  value  consists  in  having 
two  pages,  582  and  583,  the  contents  of  which  are  written  and  signed 
by  William  Harvey  for  his  nephew  and  patient  Heneage  Finch,  about 
1647.  Nowhere,  it  is  said,  outside  of  the  British  Museum,  can  so  much 
of  Harvey's  writing  be  found.    (Bequeathed  by  Dr.  S.  Weir  Mitchell.) 

Other  Interesting  Accessions 

American  Medical  Association.  Four  l)adges.  (Presented  by  Mr. 
Gharles  Perry  Fisher.) 

Barton,  John  Rhea.  Marble  bust  by  P.  Romanelli.  (Presented  by 
Mrs.  John  Astor  and  Mrs.  Francis  G.  Lawrance. 

Harvey,  William.  Gup  and  saucer  with  the  Harvey  arms,  from  the 
Harvej^  mansion,  Essex,  England.    (Presented  by  Dr.  John  K.  Mitchell.) 

International  Medical  Gongress.  Badge  of  the  Ninth  Meeting.  (Pre- 
sented by  Mr.  Gharles  Perry  Fisher.) 

Storer,  Horatio  R.  Bronze  medal  designed  by  R.  Tait  McKenzie, 
M.D.    (Presented  by  Dr.  Henry  Barton  Jacobs.) 

Turner's  Lane  Hospital,  Philadelphia.  Four  photographs,  framed. 
(Presented  by  Dr.  John  K.  Mitchell.) 

Yale  University  Medical  School.  Badge  Avith  bronze  medal,  commem- 
orating the  centennial  of  its  foundation.  (Presented  l^y  Dr.  William  W. 
Keen.) 

Portraits 

Harvey,  William.  Gop,y  of  original  portrait.  (Bequeathed  by  Dr.  S. 
Weir  Mitchell.) 

Hunter,  John.  Gopy  of  original  portrait.  (Bequeathed  by  Dr.  S. 
Weir  Mitchell.) 

McGlellan,  George.  Portrait  in  oils  by  Julian  Storj^  (Presented  by 
Mrs.  George  McGlellan. 

Morton,  Thomas  G.  Portrait  in  oils  by  H.  H.  Breckinridge.  (Pre- 
sented by  Mr.  Arthur  V.  Morton.) 

Osier,  Sir  William,  Bart.  A  signed  crayon  sketch  by  Sargent.  (Pre- 
sented by  Lady  Osier.) 
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""I'lie  C()ininittr(»  on  tlie  Aliitter  Museum  lias  submitted  a  \ery 
favorable  report.  There  has  been  an  increased  use  of  the  collec- 
tions by  Fellows  of  the  (\)lle.<i;e  and  others  for  the  pur])ose  of 
investi«'ation  and  teaching.  Comprehensive  plans  for  the  better 
utilization  of  the  space  and  disi)lay  of  the  exhibits  are  being  grad- 
ually carried  into  effect.  The  Lecturer  this  year  was  Dr.  Albert 
H.  Albee,  of  New  York  City,  who  selected  for  his  subject,  "The 
Fundamental  Principles  Involved  in  the  Use  of  Bone  Graft  in 
Surgery." 

The  Hall  Committee  has  achninistered  its  ankious  and  respon- 
sible duties  with  economy  and  efficiency.  The  garden  planted  to 
commemorate  Wharton  Sinkler  has  been  the  source  of  great 
pleasure  to  the  Fellows  and  the  general  public,  and  the  appear- 
ance of  the  Hall  and  its  various  departments  has  been  highly 
satisfactory. 

The  Committee  on  the  Directory  for  Xurses  has  had  another 
year  of  social  service  in  which  the  people,  the  nurses  themselves, 
and  the  physicians  of  the  city  and  the  surrounding  parts  have 
been  alike  beneficiaries.  The  usefulness  of  this  work  is  largely 
dependent  upon  the  influence  and  support  of  the  medical  profes- 
sion and  I  earnestly  bespeak  for  it  the  increased  interest  of  the 
Fellows  of  the  College. 

The  Committee  on  Finance,  of  which  the  Treasurer  is  an  acti\'e 
member,  has  given  the  most  careful  attention  to  the  investments 
of  the  College  and  its  receipts  and  expenditures.  The  condition 
of  the  properties  has  been  systematically  examined,  necessary 
changes  in  insurance  have  been  made  and  the  financial  interests 
closely  watched  in  every  respect.  The  cost  of  carrying  on  the 
affairs  of  the  College  has  considerably  increased  in  recent  years. 
Fortunately  the  revenues  ha\'e  also  increased  and  the  deficit  usual 
at  the  close  of  the  year  is  not  great.  The  time  is  not  distant  when 
we  may  hope  that  the  distribution  to  the  residuary  legatees  of 
the  estate  of  Dr.  Duhring  will  take  place.  This  fund  will  greatly 
increase  the  income  of  the  Library  and  correspondingly  diminish 
the  annual  appropriation  made  by  the  College  for  library  purposes. 
We  will  then  be  able  to  set  aside  from  year  to  year  a  larger  pro- 
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portion  of  our  income  to  capital  account,  and  thus  guard  against 
financial  difficulties.  In  this  connection  I  may  remind  you  that 
changes  may  occur  in  the  matter  of  the  taxation  of  properties 
in  this  city  occupied  by  ecclesiastical,  charitable,  and  educational 
organizations,  or  that  the  tenant  of  the  old  College  building  might 
under  certain  circumstances  fail  to  renew  the  lease.  Other  possi- 
bilities will  suggest  themselves.  It  therefore  behooves  us  regularly 
to  live  within  our  income.  A  friend  of  the  College,  whose  abundant 
generosity  enabled  us  to  finally  discharge  the  balance  of  indebted- 
ness incurred  by  the  Building  Committee,  accompanied  his  gift 
with  a  brief  but  significant  word  of  advice — "Xow  you  are  out 
of  debt,  keep  out."  At  any  rate,  we  must  exercise  that  reasonable 
prudence  in  the  matter  of  our  expenses  which  is  becoming  to  an 
institution  of  learning. 

The  Committee  on  Scientific  Business  has  with  the  help  and 
cooperation  of  the  Fellows  of  the  College  experienced  little 
difficulty  in  securing  a  series  of  papers  of  more  than  usual  interest 
and  A'alue  for  the  meetings  of  the  year.  To  this  phase  of  our  work, 
I  called  your  attention  earlier  in  my  address.  The  committee 
reports  that  it  incurred  no  expense  during  the  year. 

The  Committee  on  Public  Health  and  Preventive  Medicine  has 
again  justified  its  recent  addition  to  the  list  of  our  Committees 
by  its  activity  in  its  field  of  work,  its  cooperation  with  the  Director 
of  Public  Health  and  Charities  and  its  interest  in  arranging  "A 
Symposium  on  ^Municipal  Hygiene"  for  our  meeting  of  ]May  6, 
1914. 

The  thanks  and  high  appreciation  of  the  College  are  due  to  all 
these  Committees  and  their  Chairmen  for  the  discharge  of  duties 
that  have  added  another  useful  year  to  the  history  of  our  College, 
and  I  take  great  pleasure  in  expressing  our  recognition  of  their 
services  and  our  sense  of  obligation  to  them. 

At  the  December  meeting  it  was  announced  that  a  Supplemental 
Deed  of  Trust  had  been  executed  by  which  the  "Xathan  Lewis 
Hatfield  Prize  for  Original  Research  in  ]\ledicine"  will  be  known 
hereafter  as  the  "Nathan  Lewis  Hatfield  Prize  and  Lectureship 
Fund" — one  or  more  lectures  to  be  given  annually  upon  such 
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subjects  and  at  such  times  as  shall  be  approved  by  the  Trustees, 
in  addition  to  the  awarding  of  a  Prize  for  Original  Kesearch  in 
INIedicine. 

At  the  January  meeting  the  President  announced  the  gift  of 
fifteen  thousand  dollars  presented  by  ^Nliss  Fannie  S.  ^Vlagee,  Miss 
Anna  J.  ^Nfagee,  and  Mr.  James  U.  Magee  in  memory  of  their 
brother  Horace  Magee,  with  the  recjuest  that  this  sum  be  properly 
invested  and  known  as  the  "Horace  ^Vlagee  Memorial  Book  Fund," 
and  the  thanks  of  the  College  were  tendered  to  the  donors. 

At  the  same  meeting  the  President  announced  that  he  had 
received  from  Dr.  S.  Weir  ^Mitchell,  as  Custodian  of  the  Rush 
Watch,  May  26,  1913,  after  the  death  of  Dr.  Billings,  a  sealed 
letter  to  be  opened  on  Dr.  ^Mitchell's  death,  appointing  a  new 
Custodian.  The  President  then  opened  the  letter,  which  con- 
tained the  name  of  Dr.  Simon  Flexner,  of  the  Rockefeller  Institute 
of  New  York,  as  the  life  Custodian  of  the  relic.  Dr.  Flexner  has 
since  forwarded  to  the  College  a  sealed  letter  containing  the 
nomination  of  his  successor  in  this  custodianship. 

At  the  April  meeting  action  was  taken  by  the  College  in  regard 
to  an  amendment  contained  in  the  Army  Appropriation  Bill, 
transferring  the  Library  of  the  Surgeon-General's  Office  to  the 
Congressional  Library,  a  measure  involving  the  discontinuance 
of  the  publication  of  the  "Lidex  Catalogue"  and  the  "Index 
Medicus."  The  College  passed  a  resolution,  drawn  up  by  the 
Honorary  Librarian,  setting  forth  the  irreparable  injury  to  medical 
research  such  an  enactment  would  cause.  It  is  satisfactory  to 
know  that  the  amendment  in  question  failed  to  pass. 

At  the  October  meeting  the  President  announced  the  gift  of 
five  thousand  dollars  from  Mrs.  Henrietta  B.  Wyeth,  in  memory 
of  her  late  husband,  Francis  Houston  Wyeth,  this  sum  to  be 
invested  and  known  as  the  "Francis  Houston  Wyeth  Fund," — 
the  income  to  be  used  in  defraying  the  expenses  of  the  publica- 
tion of  the  Transactions  and  such  other  publications  as  the 
College  may  determine. 

At  the  same  meeting  the  Treasurer  announced  the  receipt  of 
one  thousand  dollars  from  Dr.  J.  Ewing  Hears  on  account  of  the 
"J.  Ewing  ]\Iears  Library  Fund." 
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At  the  November  meeting  the  Treasurer  announced  the  receipt 
of  an  additional  sum  of  one  thousand  dollars  from  Dr.  IXIears, 
thus  completing  his  contribution  of  five  thousand  dollars  for  the 
"J.  Ewing  Mears  Library  Fund." 

The  Alvarenga  Prize  for  the  year  1914  was  awarded  to  Dr.  H. 
B.  Sheffield,  of  New  York  City,  for  his  essay  entitled  "Idiocy  and 
Allied  ^Mental  Deficiencies  in  Infancy  and  Early  Childhood." 

Dr.  Thomas  II.  Neilson,  who  served  the  College  as  Secretary 
faithfully  and  with  great  efficiency  from  1S9G  until  May  6,  1914, 
was  obliged  during  the  year  by  increasing  professional  duties  to 
resign  his  office.  It  is  as  difficult  to  realize  the  amount  of  work 
such  a  service  demanded  as  it  is  to  appreciate  how  conscientiously 
it  was  performed.  You  will  join  with  me  in  the  expression  of 
the  most  sincere  thanks  of  the  College  to  a  most  valued  officer. 

In  the  course  of  the  year  just  ended  the  College  has  lost  by 
death  six  Fellows: 

Dr.  S.  Weir  jMitchell,  elected  a  Fellow  in  1856,  died  on  January 
4,  1914.  The  most  accomplished  and  versatile  physician  of  our 
times,  Dr.  Mitchell's  life  was  one  of  uninterrupted  activity  from 
early  manhood  until  the  end.  His  scientific  and  intellectual  gifts 
and  his  untiring  energy  won  the  fullest  recognition  of  institutions 
of  learning  here  and  abroad;  his  services  to  humanity,  the  grati- 
tude of  a  world.  To  this  College  he  was  in  the  highest  sense  an 
eminent  benefactor.  Naturally  a  leader,  he  led  us  in  the  right  way. 
His  scientific  work  was  clean  cut,  original  and  suggestive;  his 
interest  in  the  books  unflagging;  his  knowledge  of  men  at  all 
times  most  helpful.  His  hand  was  always  open.  He  created  the 
Mitchell  Book  Fund,  the  Mitchell  Entertainment  Fund;  he  made 
this  building  possible.  He  was  in  the  highest  human  sense  a  great 
physician. 

Dr.  IMorris  Longstreth,  elected  a  Fellow  in  1877,  died  at 
Barcelona,  Spain,  on  September  19,  1914.  At  one  time  attending 
physician  to  the  Pennsylvania  Hospital,  he  developed  an  especial 
interest  in  the  therapeutic  management  of  chronic  diseases  and 
established  a  broad  reputation  as  a  practitioner.  His  frequent 
and  ])rolonged  absences  from  Philadelphia  interfered  much  with 
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his  interests  here.  Xevortheless,  he  })e(iueathed  one-half  of  his 
residuary  estate  to  this  College,  the  other  half  going  to  IIar\'ard 
University,  of  which  he  was  an  alumnus. 

Dr.  Joseph  Scribner  Gibb,  elected  a  Fellow  in  1892,  died  on 
November  7,  1914.  Bringing  to  the  specialty  in  medicine,  to 
which  he  devoted  himself,  talents  of  a  very  high  order,  he  early 
achieved  an  enviable  reputation  and  was  appointed  Professor  of 
Diseases  of  the  Nose  and  Throat  in  the  Philadelphia  Polyclinic 
and  Surgeon  to  the  Ear,  Nose,  and  Throat  Department  of  the 
Episcopal  Hospital. 

Dr.  William  R.  Bullock,  elected  in  1851,  and  the  oldest  living 
Fellow,  died  on  November  18,  1914.  An  alumnus  of  Harvard 
University  and  a  graduate  of  the  School  of  Medicine  of  the  Uni- 
versity of  Pennsylvania,  h(^  devoted  a  long  life  to  the  successful 
practice  of  his  profession  in  Wilmington,  Delaware.  Of  gentle 
manners  and  fine  literary  tastes,  he  found  congenial  occupation 
for  his  leisure  hours  in  connection  with  the  management  of  the 
Wilmington  Institute  and  Library  and  the  Board  of  Education 
of  which  he  was  for  a  long  time  president.  The  later  years  of  his 
life  were  spent  in  retirement. 

Dr.  Sherborne  W.  Dougherty,  elected  a  Fellow  in  1902,  died  on 
November  23,  1914.  An  alumnus  of  the  University  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, of  the  Class  of  1889,  and  a  graduate  of  the  IMedical  School 
of  1892,  Dr.  Dougherty  early  manifested  unusual  zeal  and  devo- 
tion to  his  profession.  He  was  resident  physician  in  the  German 
Hospital;  later.  Physician  to  its  Dispensary  and  Assistant  Phy- 
sician to  the  ]\Iethodist  Hospital,  positions  which  he  held  until 
the  time  of  his  death.  To  a  high  order  of  ability  as  a  practitioner 
he  added  engaging  manners  and  broad  intelligence,  and  will  be 
greatly  missed  by  those  who  depended  upon  his  skill. 

Dr.  Charles  H.  Reed,  elected  a  Fellow  in  1887,  died  on  November 
23,  1914.  Gifted  with  fine  musical  abilities,  he  early  devoted 
himself  to  that  art  as  an  amateur,  to  the  sacrifice  of  opportunities 
which  would  have  made  him  a  useful  and  successful  physician. 
Notwithstanding  this  fact,  he  continued  to  maintain  an  interest 
in  this  College  until  his  death. 
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The  death  of  three  Associate  Fellows  was  reported  during  the 
year:  Dr.  Hughhngs  Jackson  died  on  October  7,  1911.  Dr. 
Ohver  F.  Wadsworth  died  on  November  29,  1911.  Neither  of 
these  has  been  previously  announced.  Dr.  William  Pye  Smith 
on  May  23,  1914. 

Two  Fellows  have  resigned.  Thirteen  new  Fellows  have  been 
elected,  making  a  gain  of  five  in  the  xA.ctive  Fellowship. 

The  roll  of  the  College  on  December  1,  1914  shows: 

Fellows 472 

Associate  Fellows: 

American 21 

Foreign 15 

36 

Corresponding  Members 2 

510 

I  cannot  close  this  address  without  alluding  to  important  changes 
in  the  By-Laws  which  were  passed  at  the  meeting  of  December, 
1914.  The  first  of  these  revisions  provides  for  a  very  moderate 
reduction  in  the  entrance  fee  and  the  annual  dues.  It  was  the 
thought  of  the  Fellow  who  suggested  this  change  that  it  would 
be  acceptable  to  a  number  of  the  younger  Fellows,  that  it  would 
bring  into  the  College  some  of  the  Junior  teachers  and  salaried 
workers  who  are  hesitating  at  present  to  come  and  that  it  would 
be  more  in  accordance  with  the  custom  of  scientific  organizations, 
without  impairing  our  power  for  usefulness. 

The  other  relates  to  the  Weir  Mitchell  Lectureship.  That 
Committee  is  replaced  by  the  Committee  on  the  ^Mitchell  Oration. 
It  shall  be  the  duty  of  this  Committee,  appointed  by  the  President 
every  third  year,  to  designate  and  appoint,  subject  to  the  approval 
of  the  College,  a  Fellow  of  the  College  or  a  distinguished  physician 
not  a  Fellow,  to  deliver  the  Weir  Mitchell  Oration  at  a  Special 
Meeting  to  be  held  in  the  autumn  of  the  second  year  after  the 
appointment  of  the  Committee. 
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This  triennial  oration  shall  have  for  its  subject  the  life  and 
work  of  Weir  Mitchell  in  their  various  aspects,  or  the  relation  of 
the  physician  to  public  life,  or  the  physician  in  science  and  letters, 
or  broad  considerations  of  psychiatry  and  neurology,  or  surgery 
and  military  surgery  in  relation  to  morbid  conditions  and  wounds 
and  injuries  of  the  brain  and  nervous  system,  or  the  subject 
of  scientific  research,  or  medical  books  and  libraries,  or  medical 
history  and  biography,  and  shall  be,  so  far  as  possible,  of  general 
as  well  as  professional  interest. 

By  the  recurrence  of  this  formal  event  the  memory  of  the 
greatest  friend  the  College  has  had  will  be  kept  constantly 
renewed,  the  example  of  the  most  distinguished  physician  of  our 
times  recalled  to  the  Fellows  of  the  future,  and  the  College,  by 
doing  honor  to  one  who  greatly  honored  it,  will  do  honor  to  itself. 


